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SUMMARY 


Equations have been derived for the change in the 
quantities that define the thermodynamic state of air - 
pressure, density, and temperature - at an abrupt 
increase in cross-sectional area of flow of compressible 
air. Results calculated from these equations are given 
in a table and are plotted as curves showing the 
variation of the calculated quantities with the area 
expansion ratio in terms of the initial Mach number 
as parameter. Only the subsonic region of flow is 
considered . 


INTRODUCTION 


The well-known Borda-Carnot expression for change 
in pressure when an incompressible fluid passes an 
abrupt area expansion has long been used for estimating 
the pressure changes in compressible air flow at an 
abrupt expansion. Thismethod is simple but not exact. 

The expressions for pressure, density, and 
temperature ratios given herein are for subsonic flow 
and are in precise agreement with the exact expression 
for the velocity ratio in a compressible flow at an 
abrupt area expansion developed in reference 1. In 
the present report, Mach number, or the ratio of air- 
flow velocity to existing sound velocity, is used as 
a parameter; whereas in reference 1 the parameter was 
the ratio of existing air-flow velocity to the velocity 
that the air would possess if accelerated isen tropically 
until its velocity was equal to the then existing local 
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sound velocity. This difference in parameters must be 
considered when equations from the two papers are 
compared. 

By use of the same three fundamental equations 
used herein, a somewhat similar equation showing 
pressure and density changes across a shock loss in a 
pipe of uniform cross section was developed by Hugoniot 
and is given in reference 2. 

The expressions obtained herein for pressure, 
density, and temperature changes in a compressible 
flow at an abrupt expansion are too involved to be of 
practical use. The present computations have therefore 
been made and are presented in tabular and graphical 
form. 


SYMBOLS 


A cross-sectional area of flow, square feet 

a velocity of sound, feet per second 

f area ratio (Aq/Ag) 

M Mach number (V/a) 

p static pressure, pounds per square foot 

V velocity of flow, feet per second 

Y ratio of specific heat at constant pressure to 

specific heat at constant volume, dimensionless 

R universal gas constant, Btu per slug per °F 

T absolute temperature, Iq 60 + °p 

p density of air, slug per cubic foot 

Subscripts : 

1 before abrupt expansion 

2 after abrupt expansion 
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ANALYSIS 


From the fundamental equations for the conservation 
of energy, of continuity* and for the conservation of 
momentum, equations are obtained that give the variation 
of the pressure, density, and temperature ratios with 
the area expansion ratio f in terms of the initial 
Mach number as parameter. 

Figure 1 shows the conditions of flow assumed for 
the present calculations. The static pressure at a 
(fig. 1) is taken to be the same as at b for subsonic 
flow, as has been proved experimentally by Nusselt 
(reference 3). Uniform velocity distribution before 
and after the expansion is assumed. The ratio of 
specific heats y is taken as I.I 1 .O 5 . 

The fundamental equations are the equation for 
the conservation of energy 



Y 


Pi _ v 2 2 + Y £2 


( 1 ) 


y - 1 Pi 


Pq 2 Y “ 1 P 2 


the equation of continuity 


P 1 A 1 V 1 p 2 A 2 V 2 


( 2 ) 


and the equation for the conservation of momentum 


p 2 a 2 v 2 2 - PiA 1 v 1 2 = -a 2 (p 2 - p x ) 


( 3 ) 


From equation (1) 



2 + 12z 
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or 
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pi p 2 
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Prom equation (3) 
P 2 


Pi 


= 1 + y^'i 2 ! 1 


-?) 


= 1 + 


' 1 / 
P2 




Prom equation (2) 


(5) 


V- 


2 p i _ £i f 


v i P 2 * 


*0 


( 6 ) 


When equations (5) and (6) are substituted in equation (l}.). 


Y 


- 1 


-M-i c + 1 = 


= r + £l + £lvf1ih2 - vf 2 K, 4 — 


? \p2 J 1 P 2 P 2 ' " V p 2, 


or 



r 1 \ p p T 


Y + 1 


5 K 1 + rf “ l2 ) + 


yM-j 2 - M x 2 + 2 


= 0 (7) 


When equation (7) is solved for P]_/p2 and the resulting 
equation is inverted. 


£2 

Pi 


f 2 K^ 2 (Y + 1) 


1 + Y fMi 2 -^2 Y fM 1 2 (l - f) + 1 - 2f 2 M x 2 + f 2 !^ 


( 8 ) 


In order to obtain an expression for the pressure 
ratio, equation (8) is substituted in equation (5) and 
the following equation results: 

p 2 1 + YfM-L 2 + 2-fm^d - f) +1 - 2f 2 I»! 1 2 + f 2 !^ 1 ' 

Pi 


Y + 1 


( 9 ) 
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By differentiating P 2 /pi with respect to f, it 
be shown that the maximum stati c -ores sure recovery 
any value of My ■ is obtained when 

Y +y + 1 

2(y + 1) - My 2 


can 

for 


( 10 ) 


The locxis of maximum pressure ratio is 3hown in figure 2. 

In equations (8), (9)> and (10), the sign of the 
radical has been chosen so that the results obtained 
are in the region where the assumptions are valid. 


The temperature ratio is obtained by use of the 
general gas law and the computed values of pressure and 
density ratio as 


Pi 


P 


1 


ass 



2*2 _ P2/P1 
T 1 P2/P1 


( 11 ) 


Figures 3 and I 4 . show the variation of density ratio and 
temperature ratio with area expansion ratio. 

In order to make the results shown in figures 2 
to ij. usable in cases for which only the conditions after 
the expansion are known, the value of M£ in terms 

of My and f is given in figure If M 2 

and f are known. My can be determined from this 
figure. The relation plotted in figure 5 I s developed 
as follows: 
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By use of equation (6), 

( : 


* 1 , 


^ V\ 2 Pi fa 

V v i/ P2 Pi 
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P2 

Pl P X 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 


The calculated values of pressure ratio, density 
ratio, and temperature ratio are given^in table I. 

The values have been computed to 8 decimal places 
because of the form of the equations, in which small 
differences in large quantities are Involved. In the 
region where M and f were both small, that is, 

0.1 or 0.2, it was necessary to carry some of the 
calculations to 12 decimal places in order to obtain 
smooth curves for the quantities calculated. 
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As in the case of incompressible flow, the calcu- 
lated changes occur gradually after the abrupt increase 
in cross-sectional area of flow, and the calculated 
and measured results are in best agreement at a distance 
the order of 6 to 10 diameters of the large cross 
section downstream from the abrupt area increase. 

The comparison of pressure ratios for compressible 
and incompressible flow is shown in figure 2 , in which a 
long-dash line gives the pressure ratio calculated on 
the basis of incompressible flow for the same initial 
conditions that are assumed for compressible flow at 
an initial Mach number of unity. It is evident that 
the effect of compressibility is vanishingly 3 mall 
for values of the area ratio of expansion below about 0,25. 
The short -dash line in figure 2 shews the pressure ratio 
to be obtained with isentropic expansion and an initial 
Mach number of unity. 

The experimental points from reference 3 shown in 
figure 2 were obtained from the only experiments known 
to the author in which pressure ratio has been measured 
at an abrupt expansion with compressible gas flow at 
high Mach number. These data were obtained for an 
area expansion ratio of O.2I4.6, however, for which the 
difference between compressible and incompressible flow 
is insignificant. These experimental results agree 
well with the calculated results but are by no means 
conclusive. Agreement of experimental with calculated 
values at an area expansion ratio of 0.7 or 0.3 would 
be conclusive evidence of the difference in pressure 
ratio obtained with compressible flow from that 
calculated by the Borda-Carnot formula for incompressible 
flow. 


An experimental investigation of the changes in 
pressure, density, and temperature at an abrupt increase 
in cross-sectional area with compressible flow would 
serve to determine corrections for the effect of 
nonuniform velocity distribution and friction on the 
idealized results obtained from the present calculations. 
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TABLE I.- PRESSURE RATIO, DENSITY RATIO, AND ABSOLUTE- TEMPERATURE RATIO FOR VARIOUS VALUES 
OF INITIAL MACH NUMBER AND AREA EXPANSION RATIO 
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1 
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1 
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1.18792807 
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1 

1.00338250 

1.01365613 

1.03119965 

1.05664372 
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1.15495441 
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1.33948264 
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1 

1.00296373 
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1.02764199 
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1.08257032 
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1.17966963 
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1 
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1.03970071 
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1 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

p 2 /pi 


0 

.1 
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1 

.99797909 
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1 
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. 9931 + 21+51 
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1 
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1 
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1.01745422 
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1 

1.00167088 
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1.01511640 
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1.10503550 
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1.16116816 

1 

1.00199105 
1. 00800080 
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1 

1.00208043 
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I.1495235? 

1.19524636 

1.24302399 

1 

1.00192483 

1.00779062 
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1.20249440 

1.26085565 

1 

1.00152701 

1.00621577 
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1.02665573 

1.04383560 
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1.09646363 
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1.25728804 

1 

1.00088642 

1.00363511 

1.00850658 

1.01601861 

1.02704072 
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1.00202500 

1.00810000 

1.01822500 

1.032k0000 

1.05062500 

I.07290000 

I.09922500 

1.12960000 

1.16402500 

1.20250000 

1 

1.0020QI+83 
1.00799284 
1.01806662 
1.03207618 
1.05001912 
1.07217677 
I.O9816336 
1.128181+53 
1.16220066 
1.2001983 0 

1 

1.00194500 

1.00777701 

1.01749995 

I.O3IH627 

I.04857745 

1.07004395 

1.09536308 

I.I24594IO 

I.I5773488 

1.19480951 

1 

1 . 00184513 

1.00735934 

1.OI661536 

1.02958448 

1.04630432 

1.O6681650 

1.09115250 

1.11923554 

1 

1.00170202 

1.00682312 

1.01529978 

1.02684134 

1.04315929 

1.06251349 

1.08563683 

1.11261881 

1.14354044 

1 . 17847*301 

1 

1.00152539 
1.00611182 
1.01382982 
1 . 02440228 

1.05916545 

1. 05709521 
1.07876841 
1.10435797 
1.15401695 
1.16786653 

1 

1.00129936 

1.00523204 

I.01190735 

1.02149901 

1.03424291 

1.05008717 

1.07035592 

1.09429215 

1.12255329 

1 . 1555 X 890 

l 

1.00103690 

1.00419159 

1.00960513 

1.01751031 

1.02823763 

1.04220565 

1.06092373 

1.08162576 

1.10844175 

l.l 4 oo 84 i 4 

1 

1.00073357 
1.00297989 
1.00688963 
1.01272607 
1.02088913 
1.03193760 
1 . 04659544 
1.06571156 
1.09013563 
1.12051481 

1 

1.00038781 

3 .00158180 

1 . OO370584 
1.00697161 
1.01174354 
1.01861206 
1.028S1065 

1.04283755 

1.06343580 

1.0919896? 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


U3 


NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS 


NACA ARR No. L4L19 



Figure 1.- Flow conditions assumed for calculations. 
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Figure 2.- Variation of pressure ratio with area ratio and initial Mach 
number at an abrupt expansion of compressible air flow. (Experimental 
points from reference 3 . ) 
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Figure }.- Variation of density ratio with area ratio and initial Mach number 
at an abrupt expansion of compressible air flow. 
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Figure I4.. - Variation of absolute-temperature ratio with area ratio and initial Mach 
number at an abrupt expansion of compressible air flow. 
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Figure 5.- Initial Mach number In terms of area ratio and final Mach number at 
sun abrupt expansion of compressible air flow. 
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